THE FIXED STAR CANOPUS OR AGASTYA 
'pushing the waters forward" spiritual guidance for 'journeys of the soul' 


Fixed Star Name : CANOPUS 


originates from the Coptic or Egyptian Kahi Nub, means 'Golden Earth' 




THE FIXED STAR CANOPUS OR AGASTYA 
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Canopus, is a white binary star in the Keel of the ship Argo Navis, the 
brightest star in the constellation of Argo Navis, the Great Ship, and the 
second biggest star in the sky; after Sirius which it closely aligns with by 
longitude (Canopus is now, in 2008, 15Cancer05 and Sirius 14Cancer12, 
but they are separated by 36 degrees in ecliptic latitude 

Canopus is not visible to anyone living above latitude 37 degrees north of 
the northern hemisphere. 

The Greeks called it Kanobos, and Kanopus, transcribed into Canobus and 
now it universally is Canopus. 

Moore wrote of it in Lalla Rookh : 

"The Star of Egypt, whose proud light, Never hath beam'd on those who 
rest In the White Islands of the West;" 

when we consider the star's history in worship on the Nile. Lockyer tells us 
of a series of temples at Edfu, Philae, Amada, and Semneh, so oriented at 
their erection, 6400 B.C., as to show Canopus heralding the sunrise at the 
autumnal equinox, when it was known as the symbol of Khons, or Khonsu, 
the first southern star-god; and of other similar temples later. At least two 
of the great structures at Karnak, of 2100 and 1700 B.C., respectively, 
pointed to its setting; as did another at Naga, and the temple of Khons at 
Thebes, built by Rameses III about 1300 B.C., afterwards restored and 
[p.71] enlarged under the Ptolemies. It thus probably was the prominent 
object in the religion of Southern Egypt, where it represented the god of 

the waters. 

The Hindus called it Agastya, one of their Rishis, or inspired sages,— and 
helmsman of their Argha,— a son of Varuna, the goddess of the waters; and 
Sanskrit literature has many allusions to its heliacal rising in connection 
with certain religious ceremonies. 

In the Avesta it is mentioned as "pushing the waters forward"—governing 

the tides 
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Location Name : alpha Carina (Argo Navis) 

Apparent Magnitude : -0.72 Spectral Class : F0 
Right Ascension : 06h 23m 
Latitude : -75.49' 

Declination (1900) : -52.38' 

Declination (2000) : -52.42' 

Longitudinal Position (in 1900) : 13 Cancer 35 
Longitudinal Position (in 2000) : 14 Cancer 58 
Its Planetary Nature : Saturn - Jupiter 
A white binary star in the oars of the ship Argo, alpha Carina is the lucida 
star in the constellation of Argo, the Great Ship, and the second biggest 
star in the sky; after Sirius which it closely aligns with by longitude 
(Canopus is now 14Cancer57 and Sirius 14Cancer04, but they are 
separated by 36 degrees in ecliptic latitude). Canopus is not visible to 
anyone living above latitude 37 degrees north of the northern hemisphere. 

Egyptian story said that it was the ark that bore Isis and Osiris over the 
Deluge; while the Hindus thought that it performed the same office for their 
equivalent Isi and Iswara. And their prehistoric tradition made it the ship 
Argha for their wandering sun, steered by Agastya, the star Canopus. In 
this Sanskrit argha we perhaps may see our title; but Lindsay derives Argo 
from arek, a Semitic word, used by the Phoenicians, signifying "long," this 
vessel having been the first large one launched. 

The Hindus called it Agastya, one of their Rishis, or inspired sages, — and 
helmsman of their Argha, — a son of Varuna, the goddess of the waters. In 
the Aresta it is mentioned as "pushing the waters forward" — governing the 

tides(?). 

Since the 6th century it has been the Star of Saint Catharine, appearing to 
the Greek and Russian pilgrim devotees as they approached her convent 
and shrine at Sinai, on their way from Gaza, their landing-place 
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The Greeks called it the "Rudder", Cicero's Gubernaculum, Aratos writing: 
"The slackened rudder has been placed beneath The hind-feet of the Dog." 
Ancient ships had a rudder on each side of the stem, in one of which our 
star generally was figured, thus differing from the modern maps that locate 
it in the bank of oars 

The constellation Argo (or Argo Navis), was broken up in the late 18th 
century into three smaller constellations: Carina (the keel), Puppis (the 
stern or poop deck), and Vela (the sail). 

Canopus, the alpha star, is easy to identify as the 2nd brightest star in the 
heavens. However, it is a southern circumpolar star and cannot be viewed 
from locations exceeding 37N Lat. 

The Sun crosses Canopus around 7th July each year. It crosses Markeb 
around 9th September and Foramen around 15th October. 

The astrological influences of the star Canopus 

According to Ptolemy it is of the nature of Saturn and Jupiter; and, to 
Alvidas, of the Moon and Mars. It gives piety, conservatism, a wide and 
comprehensive knowledge, voyages and educational work, and changes 
evil to good. [Robson*, p.150.] 

Canopus has been noted several times in the nativities of writers and film 
actors and especially of those persons who, in our times, have had to 
undertake many journeys in connection with their position. [Fixed Stars 
and Their Interpretation, Elsbeth Ebertin, 1928, p.39.] 

If Rising: Canopus on the Ascendant is supposed to give a love of travel 
and also to instigate fights and quarrels resulting in lawsuits; the native 
however can channel these tendencies constructively, with astuteness and 
a sense of real earnestness. [Fixed Stars and Their Interpretation, Elsbeth 
Ebertin, 1928, p.39.] 

If culminating: Great glory, fame and wealth, dignity and authority by the 
help of an old clergy man or influential person. [Robson*, p.150.] 
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With Sun: Domestic affliction, trouble with father or parents, financial loss, 
danger of accidents, burns and fevers, unfavorable end to life. [Robson*, 

p.150.] 

With Moon: Success in martial matters as a soldier, metal worker, etc. 
[Robson*, p.150.] 

With Mercury: Rash, headstrong, stubborn, kindhearted, speaker or writer 
on unpopular subjects incurring criticism; trouble and loss through 
domestic matters, partners and law. [Robson*, p.150.] 

With Venus: Emotional, sensitive, stubborn, strong passions, scandal 
through an intrigue by which reputation will suffer, public disgrace, bad for 
gain. [Robson*, p.150.] 

With Mars: Cruel, bad-tempered, envious, jealous. [Robson*, p.150.] 

With Jupiter: Great pride, religion used for business ends, voyages, honor 
and preferment but reversal through public dissatisfaction. [Robson*, 

p.151.] 

With Saturn: Discontented, occult interests, unfavorable for reputation and 
domestic matters, little prominence but may do good. [Robson*, p.151.] 

With Uranus: Materialistic, dishonorable, many difficulties, easily 
influenced, estranged from relatives and friends, trouble through enemies 
and opposite sex, domestic disharmony, violent and possibly public death. 

[Robson*, p.151.] 

With Neptune: Aggressive, materialistic, strong mind and body, loss 
through quarrels, speculation and friends, ideas or inventions often stolen, 
peculiar events throughout life, unexpected losses and gains, disharmony 
with father in earlier life, liable to accidents, sudden death. [Robson*, 

p.151.] 
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Robson continues the view that it is linked to trade and voyages and notes 
that it appears to accompany cases of drowning, especially when Saturn 
afflicts the Moon in or from this constellation 


The main star of the figure, located in one of the oars in the keel of the 
ship, is Canopus, whose name derives from an Egyptian Coptic phrase Kahi 
Nub 'Golden Earth', (referring to the way it appears in Egypt near the 
horizon, reddened by atmospheric emissions). Canopus is a very brilliant 
1st magnitude white star, second only to Sirius in brightness. These two 
stars are closely aligned within a degree of longitude but they are widely 
separated by latitude. At latitude 76 S Canopus is the most southerly star 
of astrological note, never visible to locations above 37 degrees north. 

Because of its brilliance, Canopus has always been an important 'marker' 
star by which directions and bearings were taken. Thus it became 
inextricably linked to navigational matters. Known as the 'lighthouse of the 
universe' it was also invested with the symbolic meaning of spiritual 
guidance for 'journeys of the soul'. Another Greek legend tells of Canopus, 
the Pilot of the fleet of Menelaus, who died of a snakebite after calling into 
the coast of Egypt on the journey home from the destruction of Troy. The 
ancient city of Canopus, about 20 kilometers northeast of Alexandria, is 
said to have been named in his honour and it was from here, according to 
Olympiodoro that Ptolemy charted the sky. This is now a ruined port on the 
mouth of the Nile, presently known as Aboukir - the site of Nelson's naval 
'Battle of the Nile' in 1798 and Napoleon's naval victory over the Turks in 
1799. 

There are many other references to Canopus being connected with water - 
in Southern Egypt it was seen as the god of the waters and the Hindus 
called it Agastya, a son of the goddess of the waters. Not surprisingly, the 
people of the desert areas looked upon it most favourably and in Arabia its 
name was used as a personal title to say that someone was brilliant, 
glorious and beautiful. Lilly used the direction of the Midheaven to 
Canopus to indicate a period of increased authority, glory, fame and 
wealth". 
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Ptolemy listed the influence of all Argo's stars to be like Saturn and 
Jupiter. Other stars of note include Foramen, a reddish star of variable 
magnitude (known to be prone to violent outbursts and thought to be on the 
verge of collapse as a supernova), situated on the stern of the ship; and 
Markeb, a 2nd magnitude star in the buckler of the ship. Both, like 
Canopus, were said by Robson to offer strength of mind and spirit, as well 
as prosperity in trade and voyages and a danger of death by drowning. 


source :Star Names: Their Lore and Meaning, Richard H. Allen, 1889 

Fixed Stars and Constellations in Astrology, Vivian E. Robson, 1923 
www.skyscript.co.uk/argo.html 



